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Queft. 1. 6 ye area Knot of Apprenti- 
ces dwelling nigh each other, 

who are all concern'd in keeping Company with a 
Servant Maid, of x0 good Reputation, who 
lives near ’em, ang. fometimes Stay with her all 
Night, ad /pend Money on Treats for her ; 
which if there's not a ftop foon put tot, may prove 
their Ruine. J having come to the Knowledge 
of this latricue unknown to them, defire your ad- 
vice whether 1 ought to make it Known to their 
Matters, or Conceal it becaufe it may occafion 
much trouble, or what's the bes Method I can 
= to oblige "em to leave thefe Irregular Cour- 

es ¢ 

Anf. We think it won't be prudent to ac- 
quaint their Masters with’t, before you have 
try’d all other bavdfome ways to reclaim ’em. 
If you pleafe you may fend each of ’em one of 
thefe Mercuries, by which they'll find the 
thing has taken Air, and unlefs they reform, is 
like to grow much more publick —In the 
mean while, we think it meceffary here, to re- 
prefent to’em (and all others concern’d in 
like manner, tho’ indeed none knows but it 
may be himfelf,) the fcandal and danger of 
thefe Courfes, which indeed are fo plain that 
there needs not much Declamation. If they 
find even the (hame {o uneafie a thing to be 
born, and thofe concern’d can hardly read this 
without a blafh, how much heavier mutt the 
Six be, even fuppofing they live to repent of 
it, much more if they ever do fo? They can’t 
but know well enough that they are treading 
the fame Path, whichhas led fo many in their 
Circumstances into inevitable Ruine, both of 
Fame, Estate, Body, and ’tis to be fear’d 
Soul and all. They can’t be Ignorant, how 
livelily one who had been but too well acquain- 
ted with matters of that Nature defcribes that 
fort of People; * A Whorifh Woman is a 
“ deep Ditch, the abborr'd of the Lord fhall fall 
“ into her — and thather Houfe is the way ro 
“ Hell, going down to the Chambers of Death. 
— And that cho’ they may pleafe themfelves, 
as one does there, who has none of the beft 
Charaéters ( fimple and void of underftanding ) 
that /toln Waters are{weet, atid Bread eaten in 
fecret is pleafant, yet what follows will mifp- 
rably imbitter it all — “ He knoweth not thar 
<< the Dead are there, and that her gue/ts are 
in the Depths of Hel. They'd do well, fober- 
ly and frequently to confider this advice, 
which they can’t think 1s /aggested by Jurereft 
or Prejudice, fince we kaow not fo much as 
one of their Names, and ualefs itbe their own 
faults, never fhall — We defire ’em often to 
read the feventh Chapter of the Proverbs and 
on the whole only ro ac like rational Crea- 
tures, and to confider the certain and unavoid- 
able confequences of their perfilting in fuch #- 
courfes ; which if they do, we hope they'll 
quickly come to a berrer mind, and we fhou'd 


think our felves very happy, if thefe Papers 
fhou’d be aay occafion on’c: This for the Per- 
fons concern'’d —~ for the Gentleman who pro- 
pofes the charitable Queftion, if this works 
any thing on the Young Men, he has done his 
Duty, and perhaps fav’d ’em from Raine —- If 
it fails, and they are ftill incorrigible, *cwill be 
then time enough to acquaint their M4afers with 
it — tho’ even then, we think ic were more 
Prudent as well as Kind, firft to let their Pa- 
rents or Friends know it 5if there's any convent- 
ency of doing it. it | 

Queft. 2. Being in Company the other Night, 
among other Difcourfe, one of the, Company 
[aid a man might be too Godly, and quoted that 
Text for it, Eccl. 7. 16. “* Be not Righeeoos 
“overmuch. Pray give me the true Interpre- 
tation of rhefe Words, and how we ought to un- 
der ftand ’ em. 

Anf. This is an old Objedtion of the Athei fs, 
which has been often enough 2n/wer'd; tho’ 
they wou’d fain pafs for fuch Monftrous Wits 
thac we need not wonder they have fuch ba 
Memories. It’s generally thought that thefe 
Words are only an Objeétion of the Jd-man, 
or rather an Irony of the Preachers, putting 
thofe Words into his Mouth, and ‘then the 
Cafe is clear without any farther trouble 5 and 
the Atheift wou’d be hard put to it to prove 
the contrary. Kowever, iu pofing Solomon 
here {peaks in earneft, the Words wou'd be 
ftill far enough from encouraging Sin, or dif 
couraging Heroick Piety, or the heighths of 
Virtue, “ All things {ays the Preacher, v. 15. 
“Thave feen in the days of my Vanity —a 
 juft man that perifherh in his Righteox/ne/s and 
“4 Wicked man that prolongeth his Life in his 


“ Wickedne/s — then v.16. Be not. Righteous. 


“overmuch neither make thy felf over wife; 
“ why fhould’ft chou destroy thy fe/f? It’s pof- 
fible the Preacher here advifes his Young 
Man, to the fame Inftance of Prudence that 
a Greater and Wifer than he, did his Difci- 
ples, “Not to caft Pearls before Swine, lett 
they {hou’d trample’em under Foor, and turn 
** again and rent them. Not to make them- 
felves Ridiculous and Obnoxious by an open 
fruitle{s Oppofition to the current of Injustice or 
Wickedne/s, left they fhou’d be overborn by ir 
and only rafhly lofe their Léves, when God 
did not require it at their Hands, not unlike 
thofe which Church-Hiftory tells us of, who 
wou'd run to the Zormentors and own them- 
felves Christians on purpofe to be made Mar- 
tyrs till chey were at laft by a particular Ca- 
non divefted of that Honour. But whether 
this be the Sexce here’or no, we are fure the 
Sence of what immediately follows is clear 
enough, v.17. which is exa&ly oppofed to 
that before. “ Be not overmuch wicked, Greek 


— veryWicked ) neither be thou foolifh? why — 


fhou’dft thou die before thy time — Pabenic 
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and bitin, 4 it feems, as well as sow, being 
the means y which extravagant Young Men 
oftentimes fhorten’d their Days. Nay its re- 
markable' chat ‘chere’s. a particular reference, 
or N. B. in’ the®verfe that follows, v.18. 
— “It is good that thou take bold of chis, 
( that thou well and ferioufly weigh and obferve 
this maxime foremention'd — Be not overmuch 
Wicked, &c.) “ Yea alfo from this withdraw 
“not thy band (be always converfane and 
“ employ’d about it, or have it always before 
« shee.) For he that feareth God fhall come 
« forth of them af—either from Wickedne/s,or 
“ “Adverfity before mention’d — the former 
“here, the latter, either’ bere, or hereafter. 

Queft. 3. "Tis generally [aid that the Mother 
of our Saviour was a Virgin to her Death — 
Pray let me know what Text or other Arguments 
there areto ground that belief on, fince the con- 
trary feems to be afferted in Holy Scripture, Viz. 
that fhe had feveral Children. For tis faid, 
Sc. Mat.1. 24, 25. “ Zhen Jofeph her Husband 
* scok unto bim Mary his Wife, and knew her 
“ not until fhe broughe forth her Firtl-bo2n Son, 
and St.Mat.13 55, 56. “‘/s not his Mother Ma- 
“ry, and his Brethren James and Jofles and Si- 
** mon and Judas, and his Sifters are they not all 
“with us ? 

Anf. We have no Ambition to have Here- 
fre thrown in our Teeth, or fome angry Anti- 
guary fall ypon‘us with the terrible Name of 
Antidicomarianites, with which they former- 
ly maul’d {uch as deny’d the perpetual Virginity. 
We contels Univerfal Tradition, in fo indiffe- 
rent a Point, weighs very much with us in this 
matter, and this carries ic clearly, that fhe 
dy a a Virgin — Tho’ had not that fo pofitive- 
ly attested it, the places in Scripture wou'd 
have {way’d very much for the contrary Opi- 
nion, whereas xow we are forc’d to Strain for 
an agreeable Interpretation. The Arguments 
from Scripture for her perpetual Virgimty are 
nothing but flourish — nor have we ever met 
with any of greater force than that of Ezekéels 
Gate, thro’ which the Lord God was only to 
enter. Thole ggeiné# it are thus ufyally an- 
fwer'd. The ‘ Vxeil, in the firft of St. ar. 
is comme@nly taken in the Scripture for an in- 
terminable time, or fuch as has only an inter- 
nal, not an external Period. “Thou thalt not 
““efcape until chou haft paid the uttermost 
“Farthing — thou fhale never efcape. So 
Pfalm 71.16, Forfake me not, &e. Until | 
have thew’d thy strength to this Generation,&c. 
tlrat is, to be fure, neber for/ake me, and ina 
Cafe near a-kin to this, in the 2 Sam. 6. laft. 
Michal the Daughter of Sau had no Child 
until the Day of her Death; Firs#born is com- 
monly taken exclufively of any others pa/s’r, 
not ivclufively of any other to come. And 
Brethren is a word often ufed for Kinsfolks 
among the fems — and in thefe /Vords confitts 
maft of the difficulty of this Queftion. 

Quett., 4. Wherber Preaching were ot who!- 
ly vain, if the Dogtrine of ab/olate EleGtion 
and Reprobation were true ? 

Anf. We have more than once already ex- 
pre/s'dour Fudgment inthis matter, andown'd 
that we are for the middle way, wherein we 
think Fustice is done both to the Grace of God, 
and Reafun of Man; accordingly here if by ab- 


, 


folure Eleétion and Reprobarion, the Querif#t 
“fappofes in both Cafes, fuch a Pofirive, Ux- 


conditional, irrefiltible Deeree of the Almighty 
that ler one 444” do, whatever //, or neglect 
whatever Good, he fhall yet be f2v’d; another 
do whatever ¢cod he can, or abstain from 
whatever id, he {inall be damn'd; this we think 
wou’d not only make Preaching Vain, but Q- 
bedience too, for neither is the Wasure of 
Man {o generous, that he’s likely to. do good, 
if no good came of it, nor coud he indeed pof- 
fibly perform any -Voral Aétion, and there- 
fore any that’s either good or bad, if under any 
fuch an irrefiftible Nece/iry of doing it —The 
Neceffity which is in God towards Good, being 
not External, but proceeding from his owg 
Nature, which it’s rue may coniift with Spon 
taneity, but to cannot any External Coattive 
Neceffity, which is here fuppos’d. 

Quelt. 5. For what purpofe were the Stars 
Created, the Light they give, at best being very 
{mall and inconfiderable, and that often inter- 
cepted by Clouds, &r. Aud whether they in- 
fluence Humane Bodies, avd confequently ha- 
mane Affairs, and bom far, and jor what purpose 
ferves that vatt Space in the Heavens that feems 
to be between every Star ? 

Anf. We'll begin with the Queftion in the 
middle — whether the Sears influence Humane 
Bodies, and conlequently Humane Affairs, 
and how far? That the Srars have fome real 
influence on humane Bodies, we are fure from 
experience, becaufe they have all Light and 
fome of ‘em heat. And ’tis probable at leat 
from Scripture, which tells us of the freee ix- 
fluences of the Pleiades, tho’ we confefs ’tis 
but guefs't what that is which we render by 
this Greek Word: But that they have any 
occult influence, fuchas Aftrologers fancy, on 
the Bodies and very Minds of Men, much lefs 
any fuch as forces ‘em to good or bad A€ions, 
we cann’t believe,having never feen any folid 
Reafon for’t, and what is produc’d from expe. 
rience being here of little value, becaufe other 
Instances may be brought, which diamerricai'y 
contradiét it. — But of the V. anity of this, anid 
that foolilh Sciewce which is built upon it, we 
have largely difcours’d in former Papers. 

However they were created, as wel] as 
thofe Heavens where they are, to declare 
the Glory of God, and thew forth his Infnire 
Power, in making fo many vast beautiful Bo- 
dies. To fupply the abfence of the Suz and 
Moon by their united Beams, at leaft, betrer 
thanno Light atall. To direét.the TrazveZe; 
both by Sea and Land,the little Pole-frar being 
of almoft Infinite ufe in things of chat Nature. 
For the Perfection and Beauty of the Creation, 
the Stars adorning the Expanfe as Flomers doa 
Meddow, and perhaps for Worlds or Receptacles 
for other unkgownCreatures of a diftind Spectes 
from Man ; or for other ufes, either to be 
found out while our world is in its prefent 
State, or at leaft when in a Better. For the 
valt Space in the Heavens, it do’s not fo much 
as feem to be between every Star, for {ome, 
as thofe of the Galaxy, andthe Nebulous Con- 
[telations feem to.the naked Eye, to be clofe 
together. But where there appear larger /pa- 
ces, “tis for the motion of the Planets Comets, 
@c. or to let us fee others between them. 
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